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Discovering God’s House

The House of God - Where God Desires to Live Among His People
on Earth
Ou also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house” (1 Peter 2:5)



Something More Than the Body

“One thing I have asked from the LORD, that I shall seek: that I may dwell in the house
of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beanty of the LORD and to meditate in
His temple.” (Psalm 27:4)

When David wrote these words in Psalm 27 he was expressing his deep and
chief desire to dwell where God dwells. He certainly was not talking about just
going to church. He was talking about where he was most at home, where he
wanted to spend his time, and with whom he wanted to spend it. As a man af-
ter God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13:14) David wanted God’s house to be the
focal point of his life. Yet David did not have the opportunity to experience it
the way that we can today, as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. It would take
the future death, resurrection, and exaltation of Christ to make that possible.
But we can only experience such dwelling by God with us if we first realize
what the house of God is, and that it is in fact a possibility for us.

Why did David want so much to live where God lived? It was because
he knew that this was where he would come to know God the best. He knew it
would allow him to have the closest and most lasting relationship with the
Lord. We see people at their fullest when we see them where they live. As
David said in the previous Psalm, “O LLORD, [ love the habitation of Y our house and
the place where Your glory dwells” (Psalm 26:8).

What was it that David longed to see about God that we might miss?
What is God really like in heaven? We are told that He lives in unapproachable
light and brightness (1 Timothy 6:106), that there is total joy in His presence
(Psalm 16:11), and that His will is always entirely carried out there (Matthew
6:10). Further, God’s unlimited power and authority are seen as He directs the
activities of the countless mighty angels that surround His throne, as they
cover their faces and execute His every command (Psalm 103:20). From there,
too, God’s kindness and love are seen in His full provision for all His creatures
(Acts 14:17), and above all in His salvation for mankind (which is only partly
seen on Earth).

These (and more) are aspects of Almighty God that are also in view
where He dwells on Earth. David knew that, while we can see glimpses of
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them from outside His house, in order to see them more fully we have to
come inside. Nevertheless he knew that all the days of his earthly life he could
only experience God in His dwelling place on Earth, which was but a copy
and a shadow of the true tabernacle in the heavens (Hebrews 8:5; 9:23).

Where does God live today?

The concept of the eternal God living with people in a “house” on Earth may
seem strange. Even Solomon posed the question, ‘Wil God indeed dwell with
mankind on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain You” (2
Chronicles 6:18). The subject of God living in a “house” on Earth among a
people of His own is not one we hear a lot about today. And yet it is a subject
that runs from Genesis to Revelation. When someone refers these days to
“the house of God,” more often than not they are talking about a church or a
synagogue or a temple of some sort—a building, a “place of worship” where
people can go for religious activity. But that is not what the Bible means
when it uses that expression. Happily there is much in Scripture which not
only tells us of the reality of God dwelling on Earth, but also of how it is pos-
sible for us to be part of it.

Has God ever lived on Earth?
The Old Testament is full of references to God’s house. It began with the
dream that Jacob had at Bethel (with the famous “Jacob’s ladder” that is sung
about). It continued through the Israelites’ construction of the tabernacle in
the wilderness, then Solomon’s great temple in Jerusalem and its partial resto-
ration later under the leadership of Ezra. And then when Christ came to
Earth about four centuries later, the temple, then rebuilt by Herod, was still
the centre of Israel’s religious life.

It continued that way, despite God having deserted it (Matthew 23:38;
27:51), until the temple was destroyed by the Romans in AD 70. But by that
time the Christian era was in full swing. The disciples of Christ who gathered
together in service did not have a central site, and church buildings were not a
feature of their activity. In fact, they sometimes had to meet in secret because
of persecution. Those early disciples often met in small groups in homes or in
public places. It was only after the Roman Emperor Constantine converted to
Christianity in the eatly fourth century that Christians began to build large,
impressive cathedrals and other places of worship. But did any of these con-
stitute God’s house? Did God reside in those buildings? Was that where peo-
ple had to go to be in His presence?
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Is the church the Body the house of God?

Many believers today have some understanding of what the church the Body
of Christ is. It is a uniquely New Testament truth. There often seems to be an
assumption, however, that other things which are called “of God,” such as
“the kingdom of God,” the “church of God,” and the “house of God,” are
synonyms for the Body of Christ, and therefore everything that we are told
about them automatically applies to all living believers.

However if, as we have been seeing, there is not presently a unity
among believers alive today on the Earth, what is the basis on which we can
all claim to be part of any of these other things? Can God live in a divided
house? Does He have a divided kingdom? We need to explore whether there
is in fact something missing in this explanation, that there is something addi-
tional that God wants us to put into practice today, something distinct from
the wonderful reality of being members of the church which is Christ’s Body.

Are our bodies the house of God?

When a person puts faith in Christ for salvation, we are told that the Holy
Spirit of God takes up permanent residence in their body, making it a
“temple” (1 Corinthians 6:19), a place where God resides. The Lord Jesus had
promised His apostles on the night before His death that the Spirit of God,
who to that point had been “with” them, would soon be “in” them (John
14:17). He was referring to what would begin on the day of Pentecost, when
the Holy Spirit would be poured out on them, and they would be baptized in
the Holy Spirit. This was going to be a very new and fundamentally different
experience for them and for all believers.

The Lord had previously spoken about this when He was in Jerusalem
at the feast of tabernacles. He had called out to those who were busily en-
gaged in the temple grounds on the final day of the feast: “If anyone is thirsty, let
hinm come to me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, From his inner-
most being will flow rivers of living water.” But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who
believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, becanse Jesus was not yet
lorified” (John 7:37-39).

It would require the glorification of Christ in heaven after His resur-
rection to make possible this wonderful provision of the Spirit of God to per-
manently dwell in all those who would put their faith in Christ. As the apostle
Paul later explained: “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit,
who is in_you, whom you have from God?” (1 Corinthians 6:19)

The Spirit has been given to us in order to be a guarantee of our eter-
nal salvation (Ephesians 1:13), to lead us as disciples in our transformation as
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sons of God into likeness to Christ (Romans 8:14), and also to be the power
source of our service for Him (Acts 1:8).

Christ had referred to His own physical body as being a temple when
He said to the Jews, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John
2:19). They had thought He was referring to Herod’s great temple in Jerusa-
lem, and they reacted strongly against His statement. They used it in their ac-
cusations against Him at His trial, misquoting Him in the process. But He was
speaking about His own impending death and resurrection. He was talking
about His own body being a temple, so making the first reference to the hu-
man body as a temple.

For every believer in Christ today the same thing is wonderfully true -
that their body is a temple of the Holy Spirit; God Himself lives within them.
But is that what puts them in God’s house? Or is there something else?

Are we in God’s house today?

What did the apostle Paul mean by “You are a temple of God” (1 Corinthians
3:16) and “We are the temple of the living God” (2 Corinthians 6:16)? What did the
apostle Peter mean by saying “ou... are being built up as a spiritual house”’ (1 Pe-
ter 2:5) What did the writer of the epistle to the Hebrews mean by “we have a
great priest over the house of God” (Hebrews 10:21) and “whose house we are, if we
hold fast...” (Hebrews 3:6)?

Unlike the wonderful truth of the church the Body of Christ, this sub-
ject of the house of God is not something that is confined to the present
Christian New Testament age, even though the house that exists today is dif-
ferent from what existed previously. It is a subject that begins right back in
the book of Genesis and pervades most of Scripture. It was central to the ex-
perience of the people of Israel with God in the Old Testament, it continues
for us in the present, and it will do so in the future. There are many lessons
about it from Israel’s past that can really help us to understand how it applies
to us today, and so we will examine those next.



God’s House in the Past

“What kind of house will you build for Me?’ says the LORD, ‘or what place is there for
my repose? Was it not My hand that made all these things?”” (Acts 7:49,50)

While God has only had one house on Earth at any one time, throughout
the centuries it has taken different forms in successive periods. Like so many
other subjects in Scripture it begins in Genesis where Jacob’s revelation
plants many of the seeds of what would be revealed later. While he was on
his journey from home, Jacob stopped at a place called Luz, just north of
modern Jerusalem. While he slept he had a dream in which God showed
Himself and confirmed to him the covenant that He had previously made
with his grandfather Abraham and his father Isaac. In his dream, Jacob saw a
ladder set up on the Earth that reached into heaven, with the Lord at the
top. When he woke up he said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven” (Genesis 28:17).

And so he named the place Bethel, meaning “the house of God.”
There was no building or other sign of habitation there. But Jacob had
learned that the key thing about God’s house is not what man builds. Rather
it is that God chooses a place to dwell in, and it is His presence in that
unique spot on Earth that makes that place God’s house. To mark it he set
up as a pillar the stone that he had been sleeping on, and later he returned to
live there. This was God’s first indication that He had a dwelling place on
Earth in which He was prepared to company with men.

The revelation of the house of God in Genesis has a second part,
whereby God required Jacob and his household to dwell with Him at Bethel:
“God said to Jacob, ‘Arise, go up to Bethel and live there, and make an altar there to
God”” (Genesis 35:1). An altar was to be built and from that time forward, in
God’s dealings with His chosen people, the altar was irrevocably associated
with the house of God. Those that dwelt there, in God’s house, correspond-
ingly had to be purified and to change their habits. Jacob renamed it “E/-
Beth-e” “the God of the house of God,” because he saw God there, which
is the whole point of God’s house. Previously God had been referred to as
“the God of Abrabam, Isaac, and Jacob,” the God of individuals, but this was
something more.

29



30 « Are We Missing Something?

The tabernacle in the wilderness

About five hundred years later, Jacob’s descendents, the people of Israel,
accepted God’s covenant at Mount Sinai that established them as His peo-
ple. They were to be uniquely His holy nation, distinct among all the peoples
of the Earth, and to be a kingdom of priests (Exodus 19:6). Then God said
to them through Moses, “Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell
among them” (Exodus 25:8).

And so, on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses detailed instructions for the
construction of a tent (or tabernacle, meaning a dwelling place) and all its
furnishings. The God of heaven was going to live among them in a tent, just
as they were living in tents. The tabernacle itself was made of ten identical
linen curtains. They had to be joined in a certain way, so that it would be a
single covering (Exodus 26:7). When it had been finished completely in ac-
cordance with the pattern Moses had been given, the visible glory of the
Lord came down and filled it (Exodus 40:35). It then became the centre of
the camp of Israel during their time in the wilderness, as well as afterwards
when they crossed into the land of Canaan.

Later Moses, when he was thinking about the unique privilege of
God living among them, exclaimed to the people, “What great nation is there
that has a god so near to it as is the LORD our God whenever we call on Him? Or what
great nation is there that has statutes and judgements as righteous as this whole law which
I am setting before you today?” (Deuteronomy 4:7,8)

It is important to realize what had led to this honour being given to
Israel. They had been chosen by God, redeemed from Egypt by the blood of
Passover lambs, “baptized” in the Red Sea (1 Corinthians 10:2), and then
brought to Sinai. There they pledged their obedience, saying, “A/ that the
Lord has spoken we will do” (Exodus 19:8). On that basis they were given the
covenant and given the privilege of contributing materials to the construc-
tion of God’s house on Earth. They did the work, but it was God’s design to
the last detail. Once it was completed, God’s presence filled it and its service
could begin. To them and to no other nation had been given “#he service of
God” (Romans 9:4 NKJV).

This tabernacle was not a creative invention by Moses. It was pat-
terned after and served as a picture of “zhe true tabernacle” that exists in
heaven, “which the Lord pitched, not man” (Hebrews 8:2; see also Hebrews
9:24). It affected where the various tribes camped; it affected the arrange-
ment in which they travelled; and it affected their daily and annual schedule
of activities. It introduced a divine order into their lives, which had not ex-
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isted before. Having God living among them made all the difference. The
tabernacle was where they met with Him; it was their “Zent of meet-
ing” (Exodus 40:2).

Israel alone was the people of God on the Earth, even though they
were insignificant in other peoples’ eyes, as merely a nondescript nomadic
collection of ex-slaves without a land of their own. However Balaam, a for-
eign prophet who was allowed to observe them in their divine order as they
camped in the plains of Moab, described them as they truly were: “Bebold, a
people who dwells apart, and will not be reckoned among the nations” (Numbers 23:9).

Soon afterwards, in his great closing speech to the whole congrega-
tion of the people who would finally go into the land (but without him),
Moses said:

“You are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has cho-

sen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the

Sace of the earth. The LLORD did not set His love on you nor choose you becanse

you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all
peoples, but becanse the LORD Joved yon and kept the oath which He swore to
your forefathers, the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you
from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of

Egypt” (Deuteronomy 7:6-8).

Also the people were instructed that, when they did enter the land,
they were not to offer and worship in just any place that they chose. God
had designated a place within that land where He was to be worshipped: “Be
careful that yon do not offer your burnt offerings in every cultic place you see, but in the
place which the LORD chooses” (Deuteronomy 12:13,14).

And so Israel uniquely had been given the privilege of the service of
God, which was centred on the house where God lived among them. What
an honour they had, but it brought with it certain obligations: of living holy
lives (Psalm 93:5), of obeying the law of God, and of carrying out the many
ordinances of divine service (Hebrews 9:1). God was now living among
them, which made them distinct from every other group or nation of people
on the Earth at that time (Isaiah 43:1-7).

The centerpiece of the tabernacle was the Ark of the Covenant, in
the most holy place. Above it dwelt the presence of God among His people.
God called it His “strength” and His “glory” (Psalm 78:61). When Israel oc-
cupied their promised land of Canaan, the tabernacle stopped its journeying
and was placed in Shiloh, just north of Bethel (Joshua 18:1). However under
King Saul, the Ark was taken away into battle against the Philistines, where it
was captured. Then God “abandoned the dwelling place at Shilob, the tent which He
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had pitched among men” (Psalm 78:60). The ark did not return to Jerusalem un-
til years later, when David became king of all twelve tribes. Meanwhile the
tabernacle itself (without the Ark) moved about to Nob, to Gibeon, and fi-
nally to Jerusalem.

The temple of Solomon

Five hundred years after Sinai, when King David wanted to replace the tab-
ernacle with a more permanent and suitable structure, a temple, he was told
that he would not build it, but that his son Solomon would do so. And so
David prepared and stockpiled supplies for it. Just as Moses had, he received
the instructions for it from God Himself (1 Chronicles 28:19). The only item
that was carried over from the tabernacle was the Ark of the Covenant.

After David’s death, his son Solomon did build the house for God.
God had appeared to David on the summit of Mount Zion, the mountain of
the Lord, the same place where Abraham had previously taken Isaac to offer
him. David offered a sacrifice there, and God answered it by fire from
heaven. When David saw this he said, “Tis is the house of the Lord” (1 Chroni-
cles 22:1). He knew that this was the location that God had chosen for His
temple to be built (2 Chronicles 3:1).

It was a glorious temple. Once again, when it was finished, the glory
of the Lord filled it and the people knew that God’s presence was among
them. Again it was the focal point of Israel as a nation. It was on the site
that God Himself had designated in the holy city of Jerusalem, on Mount
Zion, in the land of Israel’s inheritance. Israel’s full worship and service to
God, their daily offerings and annual feasts, all centered on God’s house, the
temple. When it was finished, the Lord appeared to Solomon and said, ‘7
have chosen and consecrated this house that My name may be there forever, and My eyes
and My heart will be there perpetually” (2 Chronicles 7:16). God had put His
name on His own house.

The psalms
The psalmists frequently expressed what it meant to them to have this privi-
lege of God living among them:
o “How blessed is the one whom You choose and bring near to You to dwell in
Your conrts. We will be satisfied with the goodness of Y our house, your holy tem-
ple” (Psalm 65:4, written by David).
o “Zeal for Your house bas consumed me” (Psalm 69:9). This is the Scripture
that the Lord’s disciples recalled when they saw Him angrily driving
out the moneychangers from the temple courts (John 2:17).
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o “How blessed are those who dwell in Your house! They are ever praising
Youn” (Psalm 84:4). This is a psalm of “ascents,” sung as the people
were going up to Jerusalem to the temple for the annual feasts.

o “Twas glad when they said to me, Let us go to the house of the LORD” (Psalm
122:1). This psalm of David is also a psalm of ascents.

The second temple

Several generations after Solomon, however, the great temple was destroyed
by the Babylonians. God allowed this to happen because of the nation’s con-
tinued disobedience. Its divine service came to a halt. The people were de-
ported into captivity in Babylon. They were deprived of their collective ser-
vice in the house of God. However godly individuals could continue to live
devoted lives in their alien environment, as we see with both Ezekiel and
Daniel, who prophesied during this period of exile.

Finally, after seventy years, permission was given for the exiles to
return to Jerusalem. Every one of them had a choice to make: would they
go? Most of the people had been born in Babylon and life was comfortable
there. Why uproot themselves and go to a land they did not know? There
was only one valid reason to go - Jerusalem was the place of the Name.
God’s house was there, lying in ruins. Only a small remnant did go, just over
forty thousand of them (Ezra 2), but they went with happy hearts: “Then our
mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with joyful shounting’ (Psalm 126:2).
Ezra the scribe and Zerubbabel the governor led them. Willingly they began
reconstruction of the altar and the temple, but opposition from their ene-
mies put a halt to the work for several more years until, at the urging of the
prophets Haggai and Zechariah, the work was resumed. As God told the
people through Haggai: “Go up to the mountains, bring wood and rebuild the temple,
that I may be pleased with it and be glorified” (Haggai 1:8). Finally the temple was
completed and its divine service recommenced (Ezra 6:14-18).

The structure was far less impressive than Solomon’s temple had
been, and it would have been tempting to dismiss it as being insignificant. It
was made of inferior materials, and it did not have God’s visible glory hover-
ing over it. But it was still the house of God, and God accepted the service
that was offered there, even though it was offered by just a remnant of His
chosen people. He said that He still took pleasure in it. It was the obedience
of their hearts that He valued. To dwell again among a people who loved
Him sufficiently to obey His Word was something very precious to God —
and to them, “he sons of Israel, the priests, the Levites and the rest of the exiles, cele-
brated the dedication of this house of God with joy” (Ezra 6:10).
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The third temple

Finally this second temple was itself replaced under King Herod, with a
structure that took forty-six years to build (John 2:20). This was the building
that was in Jerusalem at the time the Lord Jesus was born. When He came to
Earth in His humanity, as expected He frequented the temple. It was His
Father’s house, the house of God, and it was the focal point of the life and
service of Israel. And so He did. He was brought there firstly by His parents,
at forty days of age, as the law required (Leviticus 12). At age twelve he came
back with them for the Passover feast (Luke 2:42), but then stayed behind.
When they found Him He told them that He had to be ‘% My Father’s
house” (Luke 2:49). Even as a young boy He knew that He should be there to
learn, prior to Him beginning His public ministry.

At the age of about thirty, as He began His ministry, Jesus came
back to the temple and found that it had become very commercialized. Trav-
ellers needing to buy animals for sacrifice were being taken advantage of.
This infuriated Him and He drove out the moneychangers in his zeal for
God’s house (John 2:13-17).

Later, because the leaders of the Jewish nation in Jerusalem had re-
jected Him, He announced that “their” house was left to them desolate. It
was no longer going to be God’s house. God was no longer going to be liv-
ing among His people Israel: “Jerusalem, [erusalem, who kills the prophets and
stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the
way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. Bebold, your house
is being left to you desolate! For 1 say to you, from now on you will not see Me until you
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”” (Matthew 23:37-39) They
had refused to let Him draw them to Himself, and so in their rejection of
Him they lost the privilege of divine service. However, things were about to
change.

God wants to be at rest

After God had created the heavens and the Farth in six days, He rested on
the seventh day. In doing so He established the unit of time of one week,
which has been a mainstay of the working life of men and women. God’s
purpose in creation was that He might enjoy His creatures and have fellow-
ship with them, that He might be appreciated and worshipped by them.
Then sin came in to make this impossible without the work of redemption.
Christ had to take on humanity and give His life to redeem us back to God.
But this work of redemption has been accomplished, and so God is now
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bringing to completion His great eternal purpose. His work of creation is
complete, and Christ’s work, which He came to do on Earth, is also com-
plete.

And so now God wants to enjoy His rest—not a rest if relaxation or
inactivity but the full enjoyment and fellowship with the people that He cre-
ated and has redeemed. That is what God means when He talks about His
“rest.” God’s house is where He wants to be at rest with them: “What kind
of house will you build for me?’ says the Lord, ‘or what place is there for my re-
pose?”” (Acts 7:49)

When Israel was in the wilderness at Kadesh-Barnea on the verge of
entering their promised land, they refused to go in. God was furious with
them, because that was the place of His intended rest with them, and they
were depriving Him of it: ‘T was angry with this generation ... as I swore in My
wrath, ‘T'hey shall not enter My rest’” (Hebrews 3:10,11). He waited for the next
generation, and they went in instead. Even then it was not God’s final rest;
there was something more to come: “If Joshua had given them rest, He wonld not
have spoken of another day after that. So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of
God ... let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the
same example of disobedience” (Hebrews 4:8—12).

The same diligent obedience is required of us if we would enter

God’s rest today, a rest which (as we shall see) is still associated with the
house of God.

Does God need a building?
None of the buildings that served as God’s house throughout the Old Testa-
ment were His final place of rest. As Stephen said to the Jewish Council:

“The Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as the prophet

says: ‘heaven is my throne, and earth is the footstool of my feet; what kind of

honse will you build for me? says the Lord, or what place is there for my repose?

Was it not my hand which made all these things?”” (Acts 7:48-50)

Clearly, all these structures, from the tabernacle to Herod’s temple, were just
temporary, just physical representations of the spiritual reality. God Himself
lives in heaven in the tabernacle not made with hands (Hebrews 9:11), where
no human eye of ours can see, “I'he Lord is in His holy temple; the Lord’s throne is
in heaven” (Psalm 11:4).

However, it has always been God’s great purpose to bridge the gap
between Earth and heaven. That was the significance of the ladder that
Jacob saw. Jacob realized that God’s house on Earth is also the gate of
heaven, the means of accessing God where He is. It was for this reason that
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Jesus the Son of God came to this Earth in human form. It was not only so
that we, poor sinful human beings, could have access to heaven one day
through salvation, but also that the redeemed could access heaven collec-
tively. This is not just in the future; it is for us today. Christ wanted to make
it possible for us to serve His God and Father spiritually in God’s immediate
presence in heaven during our lifetimes. He wanted God’s dwelling place to
be not only in heaven or on Earth, but for the two to be linked.

It was for this purpose that the Holy Spirit was given. From the time
of creation (Genesis 1:2) it has been the work of the Spirit to bring about on
Earth what God the Father in heaven wishes to be done. And so the taber-
nacle and all the temples that followed it were just temporary, physical repli-
cas; the true sanctuary in heaven is spiritual, for God is spirit (John 4:24).
Those physical structures serve as a parable for the present time (Hebrews
9:9). God’s house on Earth today is a spiritual house, and we will look at
that next.



The House of God Today
“You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house.” (1 Peter 2:5)

Peter wrote his first epistle to encourage disciples who were living in several
provinces of the Roman Empire, and through them to us now. Being part of
a Jewish dispersion, as believers they were also “aliens” who were being per-
secuted for their beliefs. He wrote to them:
“You have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that
is, through the living and enduring word of God ... Therefore, putting aside all
malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn ba-
bies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to
salvation, if yon have tasted the kindness of the Lord ... And coming to Him as
to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precions in the
sight of God, yon also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for
a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ” (1 Peter 1:23-2:5).

Being born again

He reminded them that their salvation experience had involved them being
“born again” into a new life, not produced by something that could perish
or expire, but by the eternal Word of God. Possessing this eternal life, they
could never lose it. It was guaranteed by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13)
and was in God’s hands, not theirs (John 10:28,29). Just as God’s Word can-
not be destroyed, neither can the life that it imparts. Therefore they were
able to be certain that their salvation was permanent. At this point they also
had the indwelling Holy Spirit and were members of the Body of Christ. Did
this make their spiritual experience complete? Far from it - it was just begin-
ning, as he proceeded to tell them.

Growing as a disciple

He then referred to their growth through continually taking in the Word of
God as disciples. They were growing up in their salvation in the same way
they had originally received it, by drinking in more and more of the pure
milk of the Word of God, the way a newborn child does. Putting this Word
into practice involved them putting away sinful behaviour that belonged to
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their old nature. They could not have done that without the Holy Spirit be-
ing within them. They were disciples, but where would this discipleship lead
them?

Being built into God’s house

He then described how they became part of the spiritual house that God
was building. They must come to Christ as their Lord—not just coming to
Him once in a single occurrence, as they had done at salvation. (The form of
the word “coming” in the original shows that it is repetitive.) They must
come in on-going response of obedience to His claims on them. They were
being built up with others as a spiritual house. They were being brought into
line with Christ as the corner stone. The purpose of that house was to be a
holy priesthood, to engage in priestly service as a people entirely for God.
And the nature of that holy priesthood service was their offering up of sacri-
fices which were spiritual in nature, not physical, which God would accept,
as they were presented through Jesus Christ.

Living stones

Peter was showing them, and us, that the house of God is no longer a physi-
cal place, or a structure. It is made up of people, “living stones”, stones
made alive by the Word of God and ready to be built into place. Christ Him-
self is described here as a living stone, as an “alive man,” and so are we as
His disciples.

Christ had been rejected by the Jewish leaders when He was on the
Earth. He did not fit into what they were building, and so they discarded
Him the way a builder would discard a stone that was unsuitable. He Him-
self had quoted this Scripture from Psalm 118:22: “Jesus said to them, ‘Did yon
never read in the Scriptures, “The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief
corner  stone;  this came about from the Lord, and it is marvelons in onr
eyes’?” (Matthew 21:42)

But God had taken Him, that stone discarded on Earth, to be the
supremely precious and uniquely chosen “stone,” and had placed Him in
heaven as the very foundation stone, the “corner stone,” of that spiritual
house that He was going to build. Peter further quoted Isaiah 28:16 from the
Old Testament, “Iherefore thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Behold, I am laying in Zion a
Stone, a tested stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes
in it will not be disturbed.””

These Scriptures, dating from hundreds of years before Christ, show
that God had revealed His plan well in advance. He had revealed that there
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would be a spiritual house, with its corner stone laid in heaven, in which
people would engage in spiritual service to God, based on their on-going
faithfulness to Jesus Christ as Lord. It was Jesus’ death, resurrection, and
ascension to heaven that made this great plan possible.

The New Testament Scriptures that deal with the house of God to-
day refer to it in two general ways. They address it as being a place to live
and also as a building structure. Let’s look at both of these concepts.

The house as a place to live

To the church of God in Corinth, Paul wrote, “Do you not know that you are a
temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in_you? If any man destroys the temple of
God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what yon are” (1
Corinthians 3:16,17). He also wrote to them, “We are the temple of the living
Gody just as God said, ‘T will dwell in them and walk among themy; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people. Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,
says the Lord and do not touch what is unclean; and 1 will welcome you™ (2 Corin-
thians 6:16,17).

Here the apostle uses the term “temple,” because a temple of God is
a place where God dwells. Paul is showing the house as a place for God, not
just to visit, but to stay—a “dwelling place” (habitation) for God on Earth
among believers who are identified as His people. It is therefore a holy
place. This necessarily requires that those people among whom God is stay-
ing live holy lives and be separate from ungodly things. God lives among
them in the person of the Holy Spirit, who is the person of the godhead
who makes the presence of God a reality on Earth in this age. This dwelling
of the Holy Spirit is in addition to His indwelling of each believer’s individ-
ual body, as Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 6:19. And so the temple itself is
indwelt by the Spirit of God, as Paul also stated in his epistle to the Ephe-
sians, “In whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in
the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the
Spirit” (Ephesians 2:21,22).

In addition, the apostle wrote to Timothy about proper conduct in
the house of God, “Twrite so that you will know how one onght to conduct hinself in
the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the
truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). The word for “household” in this verse is the same
word as “house” used elsewhere, but it is translated as “household” in some
English versions to emphasize the aspect of a people living with their God.
Also in this verse the house is referred to as “the church of the living God”;
it is the congregation of those who have been called out by the one true
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God to be together for Him. As such, as this Scripture shows, it has a testi-
mony on the Earth to God’s truth and to a standard of godly conduct.

We can see from these references that the house of God is where
God, through His Spirit, desires to live among a people who are His own
and who are living holy lives for Him.

The house as a building
The second way that the house of God is characterized in the epistles is as a
structure. Unlike Old Testament times, it is not a physical structure; it is
spiritual in character, made of living stones, people made alive spiritually.
But the use of a building structure is a helpful metaphor for us.

As we saw earlier, Peter describes how the house is continually being
built up:
“Coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men,
but is choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being
built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:4,5).
It is as believers, desiring to grow up (mature) in their salvation, come to the
Lord Jesus to be part of the house that God is building, and then continue
to do so faithfully, that the house is built up and can function as a holy
priesthood to God through Christ.

Paul spoke to the Ephesians about this same building activity:
“You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with
the saints, and are of God's household, having been built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the
whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the
Spirit” (Ephesians 2:19-22).
These saints in Ephesus had been brought into this position by being estab-
lished on what they had been taught by the apostles and New Testament
prophets, and they were being continually built together to be God’s dwell-
ing place.

Thirdly, Hebrews describes the house as what God is building today:

“Every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.
Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those
things which were to be spoken later; but Christ was faithful as a Son over His
house - whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our
hape firm until the end” (Hebrews 3:4-0).

The house that God is building today belongs to Christ; He is not just a ser-
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vant in it but the Son over it, with all authority.

What is the house?

The picture that emerges from all this is not one in which all believers indi-
vidually, or even the whole Body of Christ, are necessarily in the spiritual
house of God today. Rather, the house of God consists of those faithful be-
lievers who have come to the Lord to function as His house for this pur-
pose, who are living holy lives, and who appreciate and faithfully engage
unitedly in the holy priesthood service of the house, as we will explore in the
following chapters.

Stones

This metaphor that Peter used of living stones is in contrast to the “dead”
inanimate stones that were used in building Solomon’s temple and the oth-
ers that followed it. Stones used in building work have always had a particu-
lar significance in Scripture, again beginning with Jacob at Bethel. Jacob took
the single stone that he had used as a pillow and set it up as a pillar, a land-
mark of testimony. While it may not have indicated anything extraordinary
to other people, it did testify that one person had been there for whom it
had had some significance. It also showed Jacob where to return to and set-
tle down after his time away.

Years later, when Joshua led the people across the Jordan into their
promised land, he took twelve stones out of the river and set them up in a
pile on the riverbank. These stones represented the twelve tribes of Israel.
Again this was a landmark, a collective testimony to Israel’s experience in
that place. It (and several others like it) was used as a memorial for future
generations.

Large stones were used to build Solomon’s great temple. They were
cut out from a quarry under the city of Jerusalem. They were brought to the
surface and shaped before being transported to the building site and placed
in the wall of the temple: “I'be house, while it was being built, was built of stone pre-
pared at the quarry, and there was neither hammer nor axe nor any iron tool heard in the
honse while it was being built” (1 Kings 6:7).

In addition to building stones, Scripture also refers in various places
to “precious stones,” such as were used to adorn the temple that Solomon
built (2 Chronicles 3:6). These were dressed stones which were well-fitting
and finished. Precious stones will also adorn the future city of Jerusalem
(Revelation 21:19). The apostle Paul told the saints in the church of God in
Corinth that he had laid the foundation teaching in that place, but they were
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each to build on it with their works of service, which would be evaluated
one day. He likened those works to either gold, silver, and precious stones,
or else to worthless wood, hay, and stubble, which would be burnt up in the
tire (1 Corinthians 3:10-15).

The foundation teaching of Christ (“#he apostles’ teaching’ Acts 2:42),
has been entirely laid down for us and we ourselves are intended to be the
stones making up the house. It is then up to each of those who are in the
house to be building it up (edifying it) by authentic spiritual service. How
they do that will determine whether they “adorn” the teaching so that it is
attractive to others: “Showing all good faith so that they will adorn the doctrine of God
our Savior in every respect” (Titus 2:10). Thus disciples themselves as living
stones are intended to form the house, while their service in it can beautify
1t.

Christ both a stone and a rock
There is a difference between the “rock” that Christ referred to in connec-
tion with the church that is His Body and the “stone” that is the foundation
of the spiritual house in heaven:
“Upon this rock 1 will build My church” (Matthew 16:18).
“Behold, I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precions corner stone” (1 Peter 2:6).

As in the Old Testament, so in the New Testament, different words
are used for “rock” and “stone,” and they have very different meanings. A
stone is moveable; a rock is not. In fact, the only time they occur together is
in the expression “a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense” (Isaiah 8:14; Romans
9:33; 1 Peter 2:8 NKJV), in which they both refer to Christ.

Christ Himself is spoken of symbolically as a stone in several places.
He is the stone “cut out without hands’ referred to in Daniel 2:34 that would
strike and crush the image representing the four Gentile super-powers. He is
also, as we have just seen, “zhe stone which the builders rejected’ (1 Peter 2:7), re-
ferring to the refusal of the Jewish leaders to accept Him. He is described as
the “lving stone ... a choice stone, a precious corner stone” (1 Peter 2:4,6) that God
has laid in heaven as the foundation of His spiritual house. The Jewish lead-
ers were confounded by the fact that Jesus was God’s choice to be the heir
of His kingdom, as He spoke about in the parable of the landowner and the
vine-dressers (Matthew 21:33—43). They could not accept that this one was
the centrepiece of what God was building.

But this symbolism of Christ as a stone in His exaltation as a man in
heaven is different imagery altogether from Him being referred to as the
“rock.” For example, David said in 2 Samuel 22:2: “The LORD is my rock and



The House of God Today ¢ 43

my fortress and my deliverer.” He was referring to God being eternal and un-
shakeable. Christ is explicitly referred to as the rock that followed the Israel-
ites through the wilderness and provided water for them: “I'hey were drinking
from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ” (1 Corinthians
10:4). It was a symbol that reflected His deity.

The Jewish leaders were offended by the claim that Jesus was God’s
Son. They considered it to be “blasphemy.” And that was the basis on which
the Sanhedrin Council gave Him the death sentence (Matthew 26:63—65)
and sent Him to Pilate to have it carried out.

When Peter confessed to Christ that He was “zhe Christ, the Son of the
living God” (Matthew 16:16), he was confessing Christ’s eternal and un-
changeable deity. And Christ responded by saying, “Upon this rock I will build
My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it” (verse 18). The rock of
Christ’s deity as God the Son is the basis for the church that is His Body. It
is an eternal unshakeable truth, distinct from Him being placed after His res-
urrection and ascension as the “chief corner stone” of God’s spiritual house.
Christ’s deity did not depend on His successful lifework, but His position in
heaven today does. He always has been the “rock,” but He has also become
the “stone.”

But how does this spiritual house actually work? How does it func-
tion as a “holy priesthood”? Who are the priests and why are priests needed
for worshipping God? Finding answers to these questions is the next step in
our journey.



The High Priest of the House of God
Since we have a great priest over the house of God ...” (Hebrews 10:21)

Because the house of God is being built up to serve as a holy priesthood (1
Peter 2:5) it needs a high priest. A high priest is of necessity a man (Hebrews
5:1), and he acts as an intermediary between God and His people. He repre-
sents God to them and them to God, and makes their service acceptable.
Further, to be the high priest, the person must be qualified and appointed by
God Himself. Israel had a succession of them, beginning with Aaron
(Exodus 28:1) and continuing with his descendants. Who then is the high
priest of this new spiritual house, and what does he do?

God’s oath

Is there anything that is sufficiently important to cause God to swear an
oath? Yes there is. When Christ ascended to heaven after He had completed
His work on Earth, He was appointed to the post of high priest by God not
only saying it (“You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek” He-
brews 5:6) but also by Him swearing to it with an oath. His word and His
oath are two things that are unchangeable (Hebrews 6:18). It was a perma-
nent appointment. God’s double assertion shows how important the ap-
pointment of the Lord Jesus as high priest is, since only He (who is both
God and man) is ideally qualified.

A high priest under the old covenant could only serve during his life-
time, after which the responsibility passed on to his eldest son. In contrast,
Christ has been established forever as high priest over God’s house. There
will never be another one. His position as high priest will never end, He can-
not fail in it, and He will never be replaced. Even in the future temple in
Christ’s thousand-year reign on the Earth, and after that on the new eternal
Earth, He will be the high priest of people’s service to God. And so the
privilege we have today of access to God and service through Christ is es-
tablished forever.

Christ’s service in the holy place

When Christ lived here as 2 man, He came to be a servant. He was “the set-
vant of Jehovah” (Isaiah 42:1). He said, “The Son of Man did not come to be
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served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). This
earthly “ministry” to others uses the Greek word “diakones” in the original
text, from which we get the word “deacon,” referring to a person engaged in
serving others. Christ was, literally, a deacon on FEarth. He was sent from
heaven as God’s apostle to proclaim God to men so that He could then go
back into heaven on their behalf (Hebrews 3:1).

Christ is now in heaven. Hebrews 9:24 tells us that Christ, after His
completed sacrifice at Calvary, went into “heaven itself,” above all the created
heavens, into the actual presence of God. He is there now. He has gone in
as a man, as Jesus the mediator of the new and better covenant. He went in
as our forerunner (Hebrews 6:20) so that we would follow Him in, and He
continues there as a minister in that sanctuary on our behalf: “Christ did not
enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now
to appear in the presence of God for us” (Hebrews 9:24).

In that place, He is “a minister in the sanctuary” (Hebrews 8:2). That
“ministry” is the exalted ministry of divine service (Greek: “leitourgos™). It is a
very different kind of service than His earthly ministry, but He is still serv-
ing. His ministry, when contrasted with the service of the Old Testament
priests, is described as being “wore excellent” (Hebrews 8:6). It is what makes
possible the spiritual service of the holy priesthood, and what makes that
service acceptable to God His Father, as 1 Peter 2:5 states. Coming in any
other way would be unacceptable.

And so we as disciples today do not need a person on Farth to take
us to God in worship. Christ has been exalted in heaven to do that for us.
Thus Christ, who is both God and man, is the only way to God (John 14:6),
both in salvation and in service.

Our role as priests
The priests in Israel carried out many services in connection with the house
of God. They offered on the altar the animal sacrifices that people brought,
and they maintained the lamp stand, the table, and the incense in the holy
place. In addition, the high priest represented the people as a whole before
God, such as on the Day of Atonement, when he alone could go into the
most holy place to make atonement for them. Without the high priest, the
other priests could not have functioned. So it is with us today as a priest-
hood — we need our high priest.

But He also needs us. Just as the high priest of Israel needed to re-
ceive offerings from the people in order to present them to God on their
behalf, so does Christ today: “For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts
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and sacrifices; so it is necessary that this high priest also have something to of-
fer” (Hebrews 8:3). The house of God cannot function without worshippers
who offer. Christ takes our offerings, perfects them, and offers them on our
behalf to God. The role of the holy priesthood, then, is to bring spiritual
sacrifices and offer them to God through Christ.

What is particular about priestly service?
Offering spiritual sacrifices as a holy priesthood has a number of distinctive
characteristics, such as the following:

e The worship is directed to God the Father, and not to Christ or to the
Holy Spirit. (“He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Fa-
ther” Revelation 1:6). We will see in a later chapter what is particularly
significant about addressing our worship to “His God and Father.”

e Christ’s part in this worship is not to receive it for Himself, but to of-
fer it to God on our behalf as high priest, as a man mediating in the
presence of God. His part is what makes it acceptable. (“Ihrough Him
then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God” Hebrews 13:15;
“... a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ” 1 Peter 2:5).

e The worship is offered by a collective people, not just an aggregation
of individuals. They have a distinct identity as the people of God, the
holy priesthood. Holy priesthood service is by a united people, who
worship as one. Those whom Peter had described as a holy priest-
hood, he also described as follows: “You are a chosen race, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession” (1 Peter 2:9).

The apostle Paul also referred to this collective worship in writing to
the church in Rome when he said to them, “Be of the same mind with one another
according to Christ Jesus, so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 15:5,6).

This service of the collective priesthood is in addition to and quite
distinct from our personal communion with God the Father and with the
Lord Jesus, which each believer can enjoy individually by the Holy Spirit:
“Our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3).

A kingdom of priests

Not only were these disciples to whom Peter was writing part of the “boly
priesthood” (in other words, a people totally devoted to divine service in the
worship of God), but they were also described as a “royal priesthood” (1 Peter
2:9). This expression is actually the same as was applied to Israel, at Mount
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Sinai, when they were receiving the covenant from God and were told that
they would be a “kingdom of priests” (Exodus 19:6).

There is an integral connection between disciples who are the spiri-
tual house of God today (1 Peter 2:5) and those who are God’s kingdom
today (verse 9). Peter applied the different terms to the same people. The
kingdom of God refers to those who are united under God and the author-
ity of the Lord Jesus, serving Him together according to His command-
ments. A great deal of what is written in the New Testament is about how
the kingdom of God is to function. That was the subject matter of the
Lord’s instructions to His apostles during His last forty days with them (Acts
1:3). Just as Israel was God’s kingdom on Earth in the past and had God’s
house among them, so God’s house and His kingdom are linked today.

We may sometimes hear or read the expression “the priesthood of
all believers”—meaning that all believers in Christ are priests. This is too
inaccurate an expression. All believers, by virtue of the new birth, have a
birth-right to priesthood, but all do not exercize that birthright. Serving as
priests is a collective activity. It is the work of a priesthood. It is therefore
necessary to become part of the priesthood in order to carry out that service
(just as an athlete needs to become part of a team in order to engage in a
team sport). We sometimes refer to people “going into the priesthood” as a
chosen vocation, to receive training and ordination as priests in a church.
But, as 1 Peter 2:5 and Revelation 1:6 show, becoming part of this holy and
royal priesthood takes place when a disciple unites with other disciples as
part of the kingdom and house of God.

A living stone that is not built into the spiritual house does not fulfill
its intended purpose, just as a priest who is not operating as part of the
priesthood is not fulfilling his purpose. However, when disciples today do
become part of the spiritual house of God, and therefore part of the holy
priesthood, how do they go about offering their spiritual sacrifices? To an-
swer this question, we need to look next at the subject of worship in the
house.



The Worship of the House of God

“A spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 2:5)

Worship is the primary purpose of the house of God. As we have seen,
there is a high priest in place to enable this to occur. But where does it take
place? Perhaps we may assume that when we gather together here on Farth
for worship, Christ comes down to join us where we are. We may base this,
for example, on Matthew 18:20: “For where two or three have gathered together in
My name, I am there in their midst.” But as the context of that verse shows, this
is not referring to worship at all, but to decision-making and judgment in the
church. And so we have to look elsewhere for the answer to our question.

Christ is in heaven

We know that Christ has been exalted to the right hand of the throne of
God, and has been told by His Father to remain there: "Si# at My right hand
until I make Y our enemies a footstool for your feet” (Hebrews 1:13). And so Christ
does not leave heaven. In fact, as He promised, the next time He will do so
will be to receive us to Himself and take us bodily back with Him to enjoy
His presence for ever.

Christ went into heaven as a “forerunner” (Hebrews 6:20), to pave
the way for us to go there in worship, and He is now there on our behalf:
“Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us” (Hebrews 9:24).

If Christ our high priest is in heaven and we are on Earth, how can
we offer our spiritual sacrifices to God through Him? Christ does not have
to come down here to receive them. It is the Holy Spirit, who is within us,
that enables our worship of God in heaven: “We... worship in the Spirit of
God” (Philippians 3:3). This is distinct from the individual communion that
He brings about (2 Corinthians 13:14).

The Holy Spirit has been sent to us on Earth for exactly this pur-
pose, to effect the presence of Christ in His absence (John 14:16; 15:26;
16:14). That is why, for example, the church in Ephesus was told that they
were “a dwelling of God in the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:22). It has always been the
work of the Spirit to bring about on Earth what God is doing from heaven.
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Because God is spirit and desires to be worshipped ‘i spirit and
truth” (John 4:24), the Holy Spirit enables us in our spiritual faculties to offer
our sacrifices to God in heaven itself. Christ does not come down to us
when we worship; we draw near to Him in spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who
makes it possible for those of us who are living on the Earth to worship
God the Father who is in heaven. Ephesians 2:18 shows how each member
of the trinity is involved in such activity: “#hrough Him [that is, Christ Jesus]
we both have onr access in one Spirit to the Father.”

Not only is Christ in heaven now, He is in the heavenly sanctuary,
serving as high priest. Thus, if Christ remains in heaven, and our worship is
offered through Him, then it must take place there, not here on the Earth.
As He has already gone there, so we also can now enter the holy place:
“Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus
... (Hebrews 10:19).

Where do we come?

The men of Israel came for worship to the temple on Mount Zion in Jerusa-
lem. Today we have: “..come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, to the general assembly and church of the
firsthorn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the [udge of all, and to the spirits of the
righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled
blood, which speafks better than the blood of Abel” (Hebrews 12:22-24).

After leaving Egypt, Israel had to travel for many years to reach the
place where God wished them to worship Him. He brought them into the
land of their inheritance (Canaan). Correspondingly we have come to a
“better country,” to heaven (Hebrews 11:16). Within that country, Israel
came to the designated mountain of Zion; we have come to the mountain of
God in heaven (the heavenly Mount Zion). Then on that mountain Israel
came to the holy city of Jerusalem; we have come to the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem. Finally, in that city Israel came to the temple,
the house of God. But they could only enter its gates and come into its
courts (Psalm 100:4); they were barred from the innermost sanctuary by the
command of the Lord (Hebrews 9:8). But we have come to the holy place of
the sanctuary of God’s throne where God is, together with Jesus our media-
tor. God has called us into His own immediate presence in heaven, to wor-
ship Him in spirit and truth. The worship of the holy priesthood takes place
in heaven, in the presence of God, where Christ has gone and is today.
There is no higher place.

This is an amazing truth. Christ is now in the presence of God as a
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man, as mediator of the new covenant. That covenant is eternal and is based
on His blood having been poured out in death at Calvary and sprinkled
(figuratively), that is applied, in heaven (Hebrews 9:23; compare Leviticus
16:14). He is the “great priest” (Hebrews 10:19) over the house of God, and
so those in that house are not only allowed to come in, but are summoned
to come in by God Himself. It would be wrong for us to refuse that call, or
to “shrink back,” as Hebrews 10:39 tells us. As a result, we have the strong
exhortation: “Let us draw near” (Hebrews 10:22).

The way in

So much of the teaching of the book of Hebrews uses contrasts between the
old order of Israel’s service with the service of God today. These include the
covenant at Sinai, the law, the tabernacle service, and the priestly roles of
Aaron and his sons. Even though the tabernacle was only a replica (a
“shadow” Hebrews 8:5) of the true sanctuary in heaven where we are enabled
to worship today, access to its most holy place was restricted, except for the
high priest. He was required to go in alone on the annual Day of Atonement
in the tenth month. Apart from that annual occasion, the most holy place
was hidden to the outside observer: “The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the
way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed while the outer tabernacle is still stand-
ing” (Hebrews 9:8). The veil separated the holy place from the rest of the
tabernacle or temple and kept it hidden. It was also the first covering of the
Ark of the covenant and the mercy seat when they were carried in the wil-
derness; the people never saw them.

In contrast, the people of God today have access through the velil,
which is the present living body of Jesus Christ: “Therefore, brethren, since we
have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which
He inaugnrated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh” (Hebrews 10:19,20). The
fact that there is a perfect man in God’s immediate presence who is there on
our behalf, and who has cleansed all our sin by shedding His blood, is what
permits us also to go in now in spirit.

So ... let us draw near

Chapters 10 and 12 of Hebrews are the summit of the epistle. They describe
the thrilling privilege of the collective access that God’s people have now
into His actual sanctuary in heaven. The previous chapters led up to this.
The writer knew that it was vital for these eatly disciples to realize that this
privilege had been made available to them, so that they could take advantage
of it “in full assurance of faith” (10:22). It is just as vital that we realize it.
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This is why chapter 11 is inserted, to present that great catalogue of
faithful ones, the “cloud of witnesses” from the past (Hebrews 12:1), to urge us
to have full assurance of faith, to draw near together in full confidence, and
not to hold back. None of them had the prospect that we now have, and yet
they were so faithful to what they were given, even to the point of death in
some cases. This chapter 11 is encouraging not just our personal lives of
faith but especially, as the context shows, our ‘fu/l assurance of faith” (Hebrews
10:22) in united divine service as the people of God. Faith on our part
makes us grasp that our worship in the holy place in heaven is real even
though we cannot see it physically.

The first part of chapter 12 also amplifies this experience. It de-
scribes God’s disciplinary process with us as His sons, so that we might
share in His holiness and so avoid the danger of us shrinking back, which we
are warned about in Hebrews 10:26-39. Verse 18 then resumes the portrayal
of the worship of God’s house by describing where we have come and who
are there. It describes the great congregation in heaven itself, including
countless numbers of angels, believers who died in faith in Old Testament
times, and members of the Body of Christ who have died. They are all fo-
cussed on God on His throne and on Jesus the mediator who has made it all
possible. This is the company that we as the holy priesthood are with spiritu-
ally when we worship. This is worship in spirit and truth.

If this describes the tremendous privilege now offered to us as disci-
ples of the Lord Jesus Christ, we need to determine who exactly can take
advantage of it, and what conditions they must meet so that they can be sure
that they are included. Who for example was Peter referring to when he said,
“You are being built up as a spiritnal house?” (1 Peter 2:5) Who was the book of
Hebrews written to, urging them to “draw near?” (Hebrews 10:22) What is
required of believers in order to have this privilege? For the answers to this
question, we need to go back to the third chapter of this epistle to the He-
brews.



The Big “If”

“Whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until
the end.” (Hebrews 3:0)

Aaron was the first high priest of Israel, but Moses was the one charged with
building the tabernacle. It was he who received the precise instructions on
Mount Sinai, and he was told that it was essential that it be built exactly as it
was shown to him. Moses followed the directions precisely, and so he is de-
scribed in the New Testament as a faithful servant: “Moses was faithful in all
His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken
later” (Hebrews 3:5). Because the faithful Moses carefully followed the in-
structions, we have today an incomparable teaching tool to aid our service.

It is all about faithfulness

In Hebrews 3:1-6, however, it is Christ’s faithfulness in God’s house that is
especially highlighted: “Consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of onr confession;
He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house. For
He has been connted worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the builder of
the house has more honor than the house” (Hebrews 3:1-3).

Although Christ serves in the heavenly sanctuary today, His position
is vastly different from that of Moses. He is not a servant, but the Son over
the house of God: “Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony
of those things which were to be spoken later; but Christ...as a Son over His
house” (Hebrews 3:5,0).

There is a big difference in status between a son and a servant in a
household. The firstborn son was the heir; he was treated as the future head
of the household. He had permanent status and rank in the house, whereas
the servant was required to follow orders and could be discharged at any
time. The servant’s word did not carry any authority unless he was expressly
speaking on behalf of the master of the house or his son3.

The exaltation of Christ by his Father in giving Him all authority in

3We get an illustration of this in the Lord’s story of the prodigal son in Luke chap-
ter 15. After the son returned home, he was willing to become just a servant in the
house. He knew the difference.

52



The Big “If” + 53

heaven and on Earth (Matthew 28:18) included making Him Son over His
house. He is its chief corner stone. He is the one who is first, against whom
all others are measured and lined up, which tells us of His pre-eminence and
authority. Included in that authority is serving as its high priest: “Since we have
a great priest over the house of God ...” (Hebrews 10:21). As typified by Mel-
chizedek, He is both king and priest (Hebrews 6:20; 7:1; Genesis 14:18).

God is the builder of the spiritual house today and He does it
through Christ (Hebrews 3:1-6). Since more honour is due to the builder
than to what he builds, Christ is worthy of more honour than the living
stones who make up the house.

The condition

In addition to Moses and the Lord Jesus, Hebrews 3:1-6 refers to a third
class of persons, today’s disciples, who must show the same characteristic of
faithfulness. The passage introduces a condition when it says, “zfwe hold fast
...” #This condition of faithfulness is that “we hold fast onr confidence and the
boast of onr hope firm until the end.”

This holding fast has nothing to do with us maintaining our salva-
tion; that is totally out of our hands (John 10:28). Our hope in Christ for
eternity is secure, and we have been given the Holy Spirit as its guarantee (2
Corinthians 5:5; Ephesians 1:13). Nor does it imply that those to whom the
epistle was written were just nominal Christians who needed to become true
believers. Instead this holding fast is about disciples of the Lord Jesus con-
tinuing to believe in this “hope.”

What is our “hope”?

We tend to think of a hope as being something uncertain in the future,
something that we are wishing for and looking forward to. And so when He-
brews 3:6 talks about us holding fast to our confidence and glorying in that
hope, we might assume that it is referring to the future hope that Christians
have of Christ coming from heaven for them. That is the hope that is re-
ferred to, for example, in Titus 2:13: “Looking for the blessed hope and the appear-
ing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus”. 1f that were what it was
referring to, then a believer could belong to God’s house only as long as he
or she believed and looked forward to Christ’s return.

But a hope can also be something we want now (such as, “I hope I

41In the Greek text the word for “if” makes it clear that it is a condition - “if in-

deed.”



54 + Are We Missing Something?

am making myself clear in this book™). Hebrews 3:6 is referring to such a
present hope, not one that we have to wait for, as these verses explain:

“This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and
one which enters within the veil, where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for
us” (Hebrews 6:19,20).

bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to
God” (Hebrews 7:19).
This hope is the reality of Christ in the presence of God as priest on behalf
of God’s people, permitting them to draw near. Both of these verses are in
the present tense; the entering and drawing near is now. It is a “better hope”
than Israel ever enjoyed under the law. We are to “Zake hold” of this hope
(Hebrews 6:18), and then to “ho/d fas?” our confession of it (Hebrews 10:23).

In the Bible the word “hope” does not imply any uncertainty or
something we may just wish for. Rather it is something invisible that we are
longing for, whether in the future or now. What gives us assurance about its
tulfilment is our faith: “Fazth is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Both hope and faith are stated in Hebrews
chapter 10 as being critical elements in our spiritual access to God in wor-
ship: “Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith” (Hebrews
10:22); and “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering” (Hebrews
10:23). We have been given the hope; by faith we need to avail ourselves of
1t.

(13

What is our confession?
Our worship to God involves us making confession > to His name. We are
able to do this because we hold fast the confession of our hope, we believe
and acknowledge the truth of God that has been given to us through Christ.
Christ is referred to as the apostle and high priest of our confession:
“Constder Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession” (Hebrews 3:1). As its
apostle He was sent out by God to bring God’s Word to us; as its high priest
He has gone back in to God to serve as high priest on behalf of the people
of God, who hold and keep that Word. By holding fast by faith to this con-
fession, we are enabled to draw near into the presence of God.

One of the results of this is that we can draw near in spirit to God’s
throne to express ourselves to Him in prayer:

“...we have a great high priest who has passed through the beavens, Jesus the

Son of God, let us hold fast onr confession ... therefore let us draw near with

> The Greek word is homologeo, meaning what we acknowledge and profess.
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confidence to the throne of grace ...” (Hebrews 4:14,106).
Another is that we can draw near in worship, by entering into the holy place
(Hebrews 10:19-25). This involves us offering a sacrifice of praise pertaining
to this confession:
“Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise - the
fruit of lips that confess his name” (Hebrews 13:15 NIV) ©.

What does it all mean?

Our participation in the house of God is therefore a conditional matter. It is
conditional on our faithfulness in holding fast to our confidence in and glo-
rying of our hope, whereby we continually draw near with a sincere heart as
the people of God to worship Him together in spirit and truth through Jesus
Christ our high priest, confessing God’s name (and worth) to Him. As we
hold fast we are able to continue in the house. If we willfully disregard it or
neglect it, our place in the house will be in jeopardy.

The “pillar and support of the truth”
Paul is another writer who mentioned the conditions of being the house of
God. When he was giving instructions to the young man Timothy about eld-
ers and deacons in churches of God, he described the house as “the pillar
and support of the truth”:
“T write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household”
of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the
truth” (1 Timothy 3:15).
Paul’s description of the house of God as “#he pillar and support of the truth”
means that it must stand for and remain faithful to the truth of God. Other-
wise, those in it cannot continue to be God’s house. The condition of hold-
ing fast the confession of our hope, that we have just been considering, is
therefore an aspect of a more comprehensive condition of holding fast to
the truth of God.
This means that if error or division comes in among the people of
God with respect to the Lord’s teaching, their position as God’s house is at

¢ The Greek words for “confess His name” (NIV) are sometimes translated as give/
giving thanks to His name” INASB, NKJV) and sometimes as wake confession to His
name” (American Standard version, English Revised Version).

7 'The Greek word used hetre is wikos’, translated “household in NASB and NIV
and translated “house” in NKJV and King James Version. It is referring to the
house of God.
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risk. This is exactly what happened after the first century, when the apostles
had passed on. Waves of wrong teaching came into the churches, as we
looked at in chapter 2. God’s truth was no longer being testified to and up-
held. Exactly when God stopped recognizing them as His house we do not
know, but it was not the first time it had happened. God had vacated His
house before, as Christ had announced when He was in Jerusalem (Matthew
23:38).

What is “the truth”?
What then is “the truth” that is being referred to in 1 Timothy 3:15 that
must be upheld? In the previous chapter, Paul had told Timothy that God
“esires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).
In his second epistle to Timothy, he referred to people who were “ahvays
learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the trutl’’ (2 Timothy 3:7). And
so this topic of “the truth” was a recurring theme of Paul’s to Timothy. It
referred to the whole body of teaching for disciples in that day (and today),
and 1s also referred to also as “the faith” (see Appendix B). It is the whole
gospel and counsel of God that apply to men and women today (Acts
20:27). It includes not only how to be eternally saved, but also how believers
are to live, and how they are to worship and serve God. It is comprehensive.
When Paul said that the house of God must be its “pillar and sup-
port,” he was saying that it must be a place of obedience to all the teaching
of the Lord. Since the house of God is where God Himself lives and is
served, it must also be a place of godly conduct and proper order. Doctrine
(teaching) and related practice is thus an essential element of being the house
of God today. Yet what we see today in the Christian world is a huge diver-
sity of doctrine and practice.



Growing into a Holy temple

“Tn whom the whole butlding, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the
Lord ...” (Ephesians 2:21)

The many Gentile saints in the church at Ephesus in Asia Minor did not
have the same background as their Jewish counterparts. They did not have
the same knowledge of the Old Testament nor the heritage of divine service
from their ancestors. Most had been pagans, and the service of God was
new to them. So the apostle Paul, whose special mission was to these Gen-
tiles, assured them that they had been given all the same privileges as their
Jewish Christian colleagues.

Full rights and privileges
In the second chapter of Ephesians, he reviewed for them their spiritual ex-
perience to that point. He reminded them of the state that they had been in
before they came to Christ: “dead in your trespasses and sins” (verse 1)... “having
no hope and without God in the world” (verse 12). But then everything had
changed: “by grace you have been saved through faith (verse 8). He said “remember
that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Is-
rael, and strangers to the covenants of promise” (verse 12). But now they no longer
had an inferior status:
“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with
the saints, and are of God's household, having been built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the
whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the
Spirit” (verses 19-22).

Laying the foundation

Paul describes in these verses the structure and formation of that spiritual
house that they were part of, the same house that we have been looking at,
as referred to in 1 Timothy 3:15 and 1 Peter 2:5, and the epistle to the He-
brews. God has only one spiritual house for believers today. The apostle
outlined that it began with Christ Jesus being laid by God His Father as the

57



58 ¢ Are We Missing Something?

corner stone in heaven after His ascension, as 1 Peter 2:6 also describes.
Then, corresponding to that foundation, the apostles together with New
Testament prophets laid the foundation teaching as they established
churches of disciples in various places in their travels. That consistent teach-
ing was what the Lord Jesus had commanded the eleven before his ascen-
sion when He spent the forty days with them “speaking of the things concerning
the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3), and additionally revealed to Paul (Galatians
1:12-17; 1 Corinthians 11:23).

Each church (collection of saints) that was established on this foun-
dation teaching in each locality was what God was building in that place.
Paul used the same language when he referred to the church in Corinth as
“God’s butlding” (1 Corinthians 3:9) 8.

How many buildings?

Ephesians 2:21 in our English Bible translations can be confusing. This
verse is often translated ‘%n whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing
into a holy temple in the Lord.” The word for “whole” is the Greek word ‘pas,”
which is used frequently in the New Testament. When it is used without the
article, as here, it means “every”, not “the whole”. Rather than this verse
being translated “zhe whole building,” it is better read as “every building’ (or as
some versions have it “each several building”) .

Thus Ephesians 2:21,22 may be read (and interpreted) as: ‘w2 whom
every building [that is, each local churchl|, being fitted [joined] fogether, is growing
into [the] holy temple |God’s house]| zn the Lord, in whom you also [the church in
Ephesus] are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.” 10

What Paul is describing here is each local church being established
on the same foundation teaching of the apostles (and New Testament

8 Paul did not include himself by saying “we,” as he did eatlier in that verse when
referring to working with them for God, because he was not in the church in Cor-
inth that he was referring to. Each church was described spiritually as a building.
Together they formed the temple of God.

? To illustrate this meaning of the Greek work “pas,” consider two other examples
where it is used: (1) 1 Corinthians 11:3: “Christ is the head of every man”; this clearly
does not mean “the head of the whole man”; and Ephesians 5:20 “ahways giving thanks for
all things...”; clearly again this does not mean “giving thanks for the whole thing.”

10" One reason why this distinction between singular and plural is important here is
that it can help us to avoid assuming that “the whole building” is referring to the Body of
Christ.
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prophets), and being united to all other such churches, resulting in them all
growing as the temple (house) of God on Earth. He then particularized it to
the church in Ephesus, telling them that they also were part of it. They were
a habitation "of God in the Spirit. In other words, God was living among
them collectively in the person of the Holy Spirit; they were part of the total
house.

This picture of many individual buildings (local churches) constitut-
ing one house is similar to the composition of the temple that existed in the
Lord’s time: “Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His disciples
came up to point out the temple buildings to Him. And He said to them, ‘Do you not see
all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone here will be left upon another, which will
not be torn down’” (Matthew 24:1,2). That temple had multiple buildings also.
Peter does not mention the individual constituent buildings in his descrip-
tion of the living stones in 1 Peter 2:5; he was not writing to an individual
church in that case, but to saints in various areas.

How the house is built up

In summary then, we can see that:

e Christ in His exaltation has been placed by God in heaven as the chief
corner stone of the spiritual house (1 Peter 2:6).

e Churches of disciples (who are referred to as “saints,” Ephesians 1:1)
are formed on Earth corresponding to that foundation in heaven, by
adherence to the uniform teaching of the apostles.

e Individuals come to Christ for salvation, continue as obedient disciples,
and come to be added together as living stones, being built into this
house (1 Peter 2:5).

e The individual churches are united in teaching and practice with each
other; this outcome of “the unity of the faith” is the goal set out for all
members of the Body of Christ (Ephesians 4:13).

e Those churches together constitute the house (temple) of God on
Earth, as God’s dwelling place among His people (2 Corinthians 6:16).

e This house has the supreme privilege of united access into the presence
of God in spirit, for the purpose of collectively offering spiritual service
as a holy priesthood, through the ministry of Christ as high priest
(Hebrews 10:19-23).

e If error is introduced and allowed to continue, or if those in the house

11 Literally it means “a settled dwelling place” - Greek: kat-oikeo.
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fail to continue to give effect to their privilege of access in worship, they can
no longer continue to be God’s house (Hebrews 3:6). They cannot of course
lose their eternal salvation in Christ, and they do not cease to be members of
the Body of Christ.

This view of things is very different from what we get by assuming
that all believers, by virtue solely of their membership in the Body of Christ,
are in the house of God and have the privilege of collective worship as
God’s people. That assumption leaves out the essential requirements of ad-
herence to the Lord’s teaching, faithfulness in divine service, and unity.
However the view that all members of the Body of Christ should be united
in this way and have this privilege is very much the ideal that we should be
striving for.



10.

Linking Heaven and Earth
“Behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven.” (Genesis 28:12)

The house of God in Old Testament times was strictly earthly, though it was
a “shadow of the heavenly things” (Hebrews 8:5). The spiritual house of God to-
day has both heavenly and earthly aspects. The living stones, believers, that
are joined to make up the house are on Earth. They are disciples gathered
together in accordance with what the apostles taught, and they enjoy its
privilege of divine service. Their audible expression of worship uses their
physical voices. But their access is into heaven itself in spirit, where God is
and where Jesus the Son of God continuously ministers as their high priest.
It is spiritual service.

This link between heaven and Earth is an essential element of the
house of God. It is what Jacob was shown in the dream that he saw, as he
realized that the house of God, where he was, was the gate of heaven
(Genests 28:17).

Lamp stands on Earth and the sanctuary in heaven

The tabernacle that Israel constructed in the wilderness had two compart-
ments: a “holy place” and a “most holy place.” Inside the holy place was the
golden lamp stand, the table of showbread and the golden altar of incense.
In the most holy place was the Ark of the Covenant covered by the mercy
seat, above which dwelt the immediate presence of God. Today there is no
division into two sections. These items of furniture mostly speak of Christ
who is in heaven; however the lamp stand particularly speaks of testimony
by saints on Earth today in local churches of God (Revelation 1:12).

Foundations in heaven and on Earth

God has placed Christ as the foundation stone of the spiritual house in the
heavenly Mount Zion (1 Peter 2:6). Corresponding to this, the apostles laid
on Earth the foundation teaching that they had received from Him, as they
established churches in various places. If they had taught anything other
than that in any place, the disciples in that place could not have been part of
the house. Everywhere the apostles travelled, they established the same
teaching, based directly on what the Lord Jesus had personally taught them.
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Even though the apostle Paul was not with the other apostles before the
Lord’s ascension, he also received the self-same teaching directly from the
Lord (1 Corinthians 11:23; 15:8).

“According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder

I laid a foundation ... no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is

laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:10,11).

This matching of the foundation teaching on Earth with what God
had done in heaven is a fulfillment of the Lord’s words when he taught His
disciples to pray: “Your kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven” (Matthew 6:10). What takes place on Earth must correspond to what
is true in heaven, for God to live among us.

Service by a collective people

It is important to note in all this that the service of the people of God was
and is primarily collective. The individual’s contribution is always vital, but
God always desires unity. Unity is at the very essence of the person of God,
three in one, joined in perfect harmony and love. It is the unity that is re-
flected in the single name into which disciples are baptized: “the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). For example, God de-
sires unity when He joins a man and a woman in marriage. Again this is a
three-way unity of the two people with Himself, which is why today mar-
riage by disciples should be ‘% #he Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:39). He wants this
same unity in the people that He calls out to serve Him.

For example, Israel was covenanted to be one holy nation for God.
They were to be united both with Him and with each other in the two great-
est commandments of their law: "You shall love the 1.ord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind ..."; and "You shall love your
neighbour as yourself” (Matthew 22:37,39).

Similarly, when Moses was instructed to ratify the covenant that es-
tablished Israel as God’s unique people, His peculiar treasure (Exodus 19:0),
he took blood and sprinkled both the book of the law and the people
(Exodus 24:6-8; Hebrews 9:19,20). They thereby became jointly bound to
Him by that covenant.

Although individuals in Israel brought offerings and engaged in cer-
tain activity, the focus was on the nation as one people - the particular indi-
viduals comprising it were secondary. For example, God had decreed that
His people Israel would enter the promised land; that could not be denied.
Yet certain persons failed to enter, due to their disobedience and lack of
faith (Jude verse 5). But others took their place, and so God’s promise was
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tulfilled collectively. They went in as a nation under Joshua’s leadership.

In a similar way, the focus of the book of Hebrews is on the people
of God and the privileges given to them. In it several specific warnings are
given, including some to individuals which show that it is possible for any
one person to miss out on the privileges that are made available to the peo-
ple as a whole. For example:

o “Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving

heart that falls away from the living God” (3:12).
o “Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, throngh
Jfollowing the same example of disobedience” (4:11).

What God is looking for then is a united people who function to-
gether, with a single identity as one holy nation, one spiritual house, one
priesthood. It is not merely an aggregation of individuals being in one place
worshipping God, but a people drawing near as one. It is only by the work
of the Spirit of God that this unity can be achieved in practice (Ephesians
4:3).

The Amen

This collective view of things helps us to understand the significance of say-
ing “the Amen” (1 Corinthians 14:16) at the collective giving of thanks and
prayer. When a church gathers to engage in this activity, several men may
speak in turn, voicing the thanksgivings and prayers (1 Timothy 2:8). When
they do this, they are not just speaking for themselves, but are representing
the whole company. This is then acknowledged by all the others saying
“Amen,” meaning “so be it,” and so associating themselves with what has
been said.

Understanding this collective identity and functioning is a vital part
of realizing the opportunity that is presented to us to be the people of God
and the house of God today. How we gather on Earth in our service for
God must reflect this unity and collective identity. How the Bible tells us
that we are to gather in order to do this is the subject of our next section:
Discovering God’s Church.



11.

God’s House - A Summary

The main points about God’s house that have emerged in this section can be
summarized as follows:

God began to disclose His desire to live among His people on Earth in
the book of Genesis.

God’s first house built by men on Earth was the tabernacle in the wilder-
ness, given to His people Israel. It represented the true holy place in
heaven.

Today God’s house is not only the result of the fact that the Holy Spirit
indwells individual believers. It is God the Spirit living among a united
people.

The house today is spiritual. It consists of disciples being built together,
on the foundational teaching of the apostles, to form local churches,
which are united in that teaching and practice to constitute God’s house.
God’s house is different from the Body of Christ in many ways, but prin-
cipally because it requires on-going faithfulness to the truth of God to be
init.

The house of God consists of people and is on Earth. God’s presence
here is in the person of the Holy Spirit. Through Him spiritual access is
provided into the sanctuary in heaven, where are God the Father and Je-
sus Christ.

The symbolism of Christ being a rock (representing His eternal deity, on
which He is building the church which is His Body) is different from that
of Him being exalted to be the stone chosen by God to be the founda-
tion of the spiritual house of God.

Christ is in heaven, serving as high priest over God’s house. This is re-
ferred to as our hope. He presents the people’s offerings to His God and
Father and makes them acceptable.

Holding fast to belief in this hope is central to the conditions for believ-
ers continuing to be God’s house.

Those in the house are urged to continually draw near into the sanctuary
in heaven to offer their spiritual sacrifices through Christ.

If these then are the prerequisites of being in God’s house today, each of
us as a disciple of the Lord Jesus should ask ourselves “Am I part of that
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house, or am I missing something”’?

“Send forth your light and your truth,
let them guide me;
let them bring me to your holy mountain,
to the place where you dwell.”
(Psalm 43:3 NIV)



